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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 One of my earliest Advent memories is making paper 
chain decorations with my brother to hang on the tree 
and around the family room. We also strung popcorn 
garlands to put outside for the birds and wildlife to 
enjoy in the cold December. 

 While sitting in front of the television listening to 
various Christmas cartoons we would color link after 
link, pausing long enough for short breaks between 
cartoons. Occasionally, as Christmas cartoons would be 
interrupted with other programs, we would have a 
contest to see who could make the longest or the best 
decorated chain or who could string the most popcorn 
kernels without breaking them. Needless to say there 
were times when things got a bit rowdy, but never too 
rowdy - after all Santa was watching! Rowdy or not, 
however, there was something special about preparing 
for Christmas; something special in sharing joy and 
laughter with my brother in the making of paper chain 
decorations and popcorn garlands. 

 Even though it has been at least twenty-five years 
since we last sat together and made paper chains for 
Christmas, not a year goes by that I have not pondered 
the joy, laughter, and love we once shared.  Nothing can 
compare to what we shared and experienced. Nothing 
can replace the time spent preparing for Christmas, 
especially time spent with my family. I'll never forget 
those wonderful memories! They have helped shape my 
understanding of the Christmas event itself...Emmanuel 
- God with us, revealed in us. 

(Continued on pg. 2)  
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(Continued from pg. 1) 

 Often as life moves forward, we forget to prepare for Christmas. By no means 
does that mean our houses go undecorated or that we do not spend an allotted 
time Christmas shopping. It does mean, however, that as time moves forward we 
rarely stop to prepare for the laughter, joy, love, hope, and peace of Emmanuel - 
God with us, revealed in us. Therefore, besides coloring links, buying presents, 
hanging stockings, and decorating your tree, have you prepared yourself and your 
family for Emmanuel - God with us, revealed in us? Are you ready for Christmas? 

 The Christ child has already been born, but he is coming again! Are you ready 
for his return; are you ready for Christmas - God with us, revealed in us? To help 
you get ready, let me suggest a preparation strategy. First, read the Christmas 
story in Scripture (Matthew 1:18-2:23 and Luke 1:5-2:40) with your family and 
talk about its meaning for us today. Second, focus on the wonderful gifts that God 
has blessed you with. Third, repeat steps one and two often throughout the 
Advent season of preparation. Finally, make it a personal goal, after the season is 
over, to continue doing those focusing exercises. 

 There is a richness that glows from within as the joy, love, and happiness of 
Emmanuel - God with us, revealed in us, is shared. Something wonderful, unique, 
and powerful takes place within the lives of those who share this remarkable 
event. Don't miss out! Don't miss out on the memories. Go! Prepare for 
Christmas. Sit beside your brother or sister - family and share the joy of preparing 
for Christmas. 

Blessings & Love, 

Clare 

Did you know that our weekly radio broadcast airs on Sunday 

mornings at 9 AM on 93.9 FM.  Our weekly worship video 

posts at 10:30 AM Sundays on our 2 Facebook pages and on 

YouTube.  These are outreach ministries the church supports 

through its budget.  Please share this information! 

KINDNESS CIRCLE WILL MEET 
ON FRIDAY,  

DECEMBER 12th at 6 PM 
FOR A COOKIE EXCHANGE 

AT THE CHURCH IN THE CHAPEL 
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CHURCH OFFICE NEWS: 

PRAYER LIST 
We are in the process of updating our prayer list.  Please take a look at it 
and let Debbie know if there are any changes to be made.  Thank you! 

PARDON OUR MESS 
Thanks to a generous designated gift, the Narthex of our church is getting 
refreshed.  Painting began on October 29th, followed by new carpet, doors and 
furnishings.   

Advent Is Here! 

One of the comments from our Lenten Bible Study this spring was how helpful it was 

to connect the Old and New Testaments.  With that in mind, our Advent Bible Study 

will be doing just that.  Discover the fascinating connections between ancient birth 

stories and the Nativity of Jesus in this   four-week Advent study. We are studying 

the Bible using A Child Is Born as our guide.  The book discusses the births of Isaac 

and Ishmael, Samson, and Samuel to reveal how they foreshadow and enrich the 

timeless Christmas story in the final chapter. Author Amy-Jill Levine brings her 

expert knowledge of Scripture and careful consideration of the Christian story to 

show readers how Scripture's earlier birth stories anticipate the story of Jesus’s birth 

and how the birth resonates and gives new meaning to those earlier stories.  

Classes are confirmed for Mondays at 7 PM beginning December 1
st
 and 

Tuesdays at 11 AM and 7 PM beginning November 25
th

.  Mark your calendars 

now to participate in this fascinating study. 

DECEMBER 24th  

(The Christmas Eve offering will be 

designated for the Pleasants County 

 Neighbor Network) 
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There is no breakfast meeting in December 

January meeting is the 18th.   
 

The UMM still has apple butter for sale.  

The price is $7 per pint and they make a great Christmas gift.  Thank you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United  Methodist Men 

Meet on the 3
rd

 Sunday morning for breakfast 
at 8 AM in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

All men are welcome 

Poinsettias may be ordered in honor or memory of loved 
ones to adorn the Sanctuary. Order forms are available 
on tables throughout the church. The cost per poinsettia 
is $11.00 for this year, and completed order forms must 
be submitted by 12/10/25. For further inquiries, please 
contact Charmel Radcliff. 

SINGING CHRISTMAS TREE PERFORMANCES 

Friday, December 13th at 7 PM 

Sunday, December 15th at 2 PM 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjb_b6OoZnWAhWG24MKHQZwB8wQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.warsawumc.org%2Fumc-men&psig=AFQjCNEMigf3W5tB992KHenneXl2xmPhQQ&ust=1505086165949733
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjc16eQ8bTfAhXCi60KHeVKDdgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhddfhm.com%2Fclip-art%2Fbreakfast-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw1NFpsoH4Ly10i10wc21XxJ&ust=1545617751580851
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjb_b6OoZnWAhWG24MKHQZwB8wQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.warsawumc.org%2Fumc-men&psig=AFQjCNEMigf3W5tB992KHenneXl2xmPhQQ&ust=1505086165949733
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DECEMBER 

Bring baby gifts for the House of the Carpenter 

Tureen Dinner 
Monday, December 1, 2025 at 5 PM 

 Program: Vice President & Spiritual Life Leaders 

New Member Recognition 

50 Year Member Recognition 
Special Mission Recognition 

  Hostess: All Circles 
Grace Circle will decorate for the Tureen Dinner 

 Flowers: Volunteers 
 White arrangements (Advent) 
 Poinsettias (Christmas time) 

 Greeters: Grace Circle 

Donation 

 Neighbor Network - Jennifer White, Director 
 

JANUARY 

There is no meeting in January 

 

 

The delicious nuts sold by the UWF are on sale!  Regular bags are $10 and 

chocolate covered nuts are $7.  You can get them at the church office or after 

church on Sundays. 
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MATTHEW 25 OPPORTUNITIES 
BACKPACKS 

As you are out and about this winter, you may see backpacks at deep discounts.  
We are always looking for sturdy backpacks and will store them for giveaway in 
August and in December for kids who we adopt at Christmas.  You are welcome 
to bring them to the church and leave them in the plastic tubs.  Thank you! 

POP CAN TABS 

Braylee Smith is collecting pop can tabs for her school classroom.  Please save 
your tabs for her.  You can drop them off at the office and we will see that she 
gets them. 

FOOD DRIVE 

Thank you to everyone who so generously contributed to Neighbor Network's food 

pantry in November.  The Kindness Circle of UWF would like to invite the 

congregation to assist them in providing peanut butter and bread to each child 

who receives a snack pack weekly.  These food items would go home with them 

over the Christmas break.  Jars of peanut butter and loaves of bread are needed 

for 100 kids, and the deadline is December 15
th
.  Please bring the food to the 

church and leave them in the tubs in the hallway.  We would prefer standard size 

peanut butter; the jumbo sizes are harder for kids to get home in their 

backpacks.  Questions can be directed to Melissa Carder or Clare Sulgit.  Thank 

you for supporting our most vulnerable kids this way! 

2025 / 2026 DATES TO REMEMBER 

SPRC - 5 PM 

December 4 

Trustees - 5 PM 
January 11 

Church Council - 6 PM 
January 13 
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TOTAL GIFTS RECEIVED 

 Nov. 2 $6,036.40 

 Nov. 9 $1,063.00 

 Nov. 16 $8,232.00 

 Nov. 23 $3,456.00 

  IN PERSON ONLINE  

 Nov. 2 80 170 

 Nov. 9 47 171 

 Nov. 16 85 131 

 Nov. 23 85 159 

YTD Gifts received for our Budget - $164,982.70 
YTD needed for our Budget - $182,667.24 

CUSTODIAL FUND 

Our custodial fund that pays Lorie Masters is running low.  If you’d like to 

make a donation, please mark it as “custodial fund”.  Thank you! 

UWF BAZAAR UPDATE 

Bazaar Update: This year marked the 51
st
 year for United Women in Faith 

making soup to fund mission projects locally, nationally and globally. The gen-

erous support from St. Marys UMC and the community has helped to make 

this possible. Our ladies are getting older and even though the work seems 

overwhelming at times, we somehow get the job done. We are so appreciative 

of everyone who helped this year. Also, thanks to all who shopped, buying 

soup, nuts, crafts, jams & jellies, and so many other items. With your support 

we raised just over $7,000 for missions! Thank You!!!  

St. Marys Christmas Parade 

December 13th at 6 PM 
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Neighbor Network Highlights for the Month of October 

Total Donations:  320 

Total Customers:  1,003 

Total Families receiving services:  120 

 (Baby Blessings Services  18, (total of 25 children) 

 (food -  285 individuals) 

 (emergency assistance - 16 families) 

Total Thrift Store Transactions: $ 9,144.16 

Total Donations to NN:  $14,284160 

Total Expenses:   $15,921.27 

Number of Volunteers this month:  30 

Volunteers are 
always needed, 

please call the store 
at 304-684-3990 if 

you can help.   

NEIGHBOR NETWORK FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
 

Our Neighbor Network partners with Mountaineer Food Bank for a 
monthly food giveaway.  It is held at the Marina beginning around 10:30 

AM.  Volunteers are always need and ask to be at the Marina by 9:45 AM. 
You may also know someone who would benefit from the distribution.  

Pleasants County residents only please. 
 

Our next giveaways are: 
December 12th 

Dear United Women in Faith, 

 What a tremendous blessing to receive all those diapers and wipes at your 

district meeting!  They have stocked us up and our shelves look full again—Thank 

you!  And thanks also for the monetary donations which will last a 

long while also.  I appreciate your prayers and giving hearts very 

much. 

 In Christ’s Love,  Jennifer White PCNN Director 
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Do we have your  
birthday listed? 

Please call Deb at  
304-684-3018  

if we do not have it! 

JANUARY DECEMBER 

 4 SPRC - 5 PM 

JANUARY  

 5 Finance - 6 PM 

 9 Trustees - 5 PM 

 18 Church Council - 6 PM 

 20 SPRC - 5 PM 

EVERY  MONTH 

 First Mon. - UWF - 6 PM 

 Third Sun. - UMM - 8 AM 
 

OTHER GROUPS MEETING 
  AT OUR CHURCH 

 2nd Sunday Middle Island Ramblers         

                                           4-H 7 PM 

Every Tuesday Boy Scouts 7 PM 

Every Thursday AA / Al-Anon 8 PM 

MEETINGS 

Eleanor Little 1/8 

Norman Marshall 1/12 

Joe Fleegle 1/13 

Morgan Poling 1/13 

David Fetty 1/15 

Natalie Ferrell 1/16 

Liz Carpenter-Eddy 1/16 

Reece Westfall 1/16 

John Lanham 1/22 

Patricia Moore 1/23 

Thomas Thacker 1/23 

Cooper Nutter 1/24 

Judy Nutter 1/25 

Angela Scadden 1/26 

Ty Flower 1/27 

Chris Lewis 1/29 

Darla Carpenter 1/29 

Treasa Davies 1/29 

DECEMBER 
Carol Carder 12/4 

Rachel Willis 12/4 

LeeAnn Carpenter 12/5 

Jean Henline 12/5 

Andy Hickman 12/5 

Chris Simonton 12/7 

Brett Holt 12/9 

Donna Boley 12/9 

Thad Ennis 12/10 

Jenifer Trunk 12/12 

Richard Conaway 12/15 

Matthew Powell 12/17 

Bryan Poling 12/18 

Lauren Shaffer 12/18 

Helen Wells 12/20 

Ryan Powell 12/22 

Sonya Bailey 12/25 

Jennifer Wince 12/25 

Chris Masters 12/27 

Dianna Lewis 12/27 

Eric Phair 12/27 

Mya Hatcher 12/29 

Wayne Birkhimer 12/29 

Keith White 12/29 

John Fitzpatrick 12/30 

Birthdays 
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PRAYERS FOR: 

Al Glatfelter 
Rick Adams 
Marie Farly 
Lil Dillion 
Jeremy Rhodes 
Janet Matheny 
Deanna Fleming 
Gary Boley 
Jeri Smith Williams 
Carol Carder 
Parker Miley 
Joe Faller 

Logann Kehrer 
Donna Richardson 
Kathy Montgomery 
John Fitzpatrick 
Paul Nichols 
Trecy Carr 
Rick McCullough 
Keith White 
Janet Collins 
Barbara Willis 
Carmen Barron 
Pat Mays 

Greg Hill 
Mary Brewer 
Eleanor Pierce 
Kohner Loughner 
Liam Loughner 
Debbie Bailey 
Matthew Beard 
Martha Hoyt 
Jim McLaughlin 
Destinee Gray 
Terrie Gelner Huls 
Denny Venderlic 

Betty Moorhead 
Caroline Hill 
Joe & Thomasine Troisi 
Benny & Ruth Wagner 
Mike McGee 
Philip Starks 
Gerald May 
Maddie Collins 
Duane Larsen 
Dwaine Barnes 
Martha Poling 
Webb Carpenter 

ANGEL TREE & WHITE GIFTS 

White gift bags will be distributed on November 30
th
 for members to put 

their non-perishable items in for the Christmas Baskets.  The white gifts 

should be returned by December 15
th
 and placed in the Chapel.  (Non-

perishable items include: canned foods, household paper products 

and cleaning items, & toiletry items). 

The Angel Tree Select an angel (write your name on the provided 

sheet) and purchase gifts for the person.  Please only purchase 3-4 gifts 

per person, especially children. Have gifts at the church by December 

15
th
 and put them in the Chapel. 

Christian Sympathy 
is extended to the 

friends & family of 
Becky Ingram 
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St. Marys UMC 
104 Washington Street 
PO Box 100 
St. Marys, WV  26170 
(304) 684-3018 
www.smwvumc.com 
smumcwv@outlook.com 

 Outreach Ministry 
Opportunities 

 
 

• Neighbor Network 
food pantry needs:  
Boxed Mac. & Cheese, 
small pkgs. of 
Hamburger & Hot 
Dogs, Soup Beans, 
Peanut Butter, Jelly, 
Syrup, Soup, Instant 
Potatoes, Crackers, 
Pork & Beans, Canned 
Milk, Complete 
Pancake Mix, Jiffy 
Cornbread Mix, oil for 
cooking  

 

• Size 5 diapers for 
Neighbor Network 

Upcoming Dates  

 Dec. 1 UWV Tureen Dinner at 5 PM 
  Advent Class at 7 PM 

 Dec. 2 Advent Classes at 11 AM / 7 PM 

 Dec. 3 Choir at 7 PM 

 Dec. 8 Advent Class at 7 PM 

 Dec. 9 Advent Classes at 11 AM / 7 PM 

 Dec. 10 Choir at 7 PM 

 Dec. 12 NN Food Distribution (Marina) at 9:45 AM 
  Kindness Circle Cookie Exchange at 6 PM 

 Dec. 13 Breakfast with Santa at 9 AM - 11 AM 
  Christmas Parage at 6 PM 

 Dec. 14 Lunch after Worship 

 Dec. 15 White Gifts & Angel Tree Gifts Due 

 Dec. 16 Ministerial Association at 10 AM 
  Advent Classes at 11 AM / 7 PM 

 Dec. 17 Choir at 7 PM 

 Dec. 20 UMM Deliver White Gifts 

 Dec. 24 Church Office Closed 
  Christmas Eve Service 

 Dec. 25 Christmas / Church Office Closed 

 

http://www.smwvumc.com

