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“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his 
loving kindness endures forever.”  

(Jeremiah 33:11) 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

 We have entered the month of November; the month 
we celebrate Thanksgiving.  One of the characteristic 
marks of a Christian is a constant attitude of 
thanksgiving.  Gratitude is the Christian’s essential 
privilege. 

 We have come to see that the attitude of 
thanksgiving is necessary for the appreciation of life’s 
richest blessings.  The most grateful people are the most 
appreciative people.  The most grateful people draw the 
most friends. 

 More than a century ago, Henry Ward Beecher, a 
pastor, social reformer and slavery abolitionist, said in a 
sermon: 

“If one should give me a dish of sand, and tell me 
that there were particles of iron in it, I might look 
for them with my eyes and search for them with 
my clumsy fingers and never detect them; but let 
me take a magnet and sweep it through that dish 
of sand, and that magnet would draw those tiny 
particles of iron to it through the power of its 
attraction!  The unthankful heart, like my fingers 
in the sand, discovers no mercies; but let the 
thankful heart sweep through the day, and, as 
the magnet finds the iron, so it will find in every 
hour some heavenly blessings, only the iron in 
God’s hand is gold!” 

 (Continued on pg. 2)  
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(Continued from pg. 1) 

 The gratitude of our hearts is the magnet that pulls from the sands of time the 
things many seek.  But only by the exercise of thankfulness will they be found. 

 If you know what a person is most grateful for, you can understand them 
better.  There are some whose happiness is so dependent on material things that 
only during times of prosperity can they give thanks.  But as we grow spiritually 
and practice gratitude, we can give thanks anytime, even in challenging moments. 

 Jeremiah, an Old Testament prophet, who suffered for his convictions and did 
not have a prosperous or easy life, suggested that the real ground for thanksgiving 
is in the things that endure.  Prosperity passes.  It may be here today and gone 
tomorrow.  But there are some things which are enduring.  For these enduring 
things, let us give thanks!  

Blessings & Love, 

Clare 

Advent Is Coming! 

One of the comments from our Lenten Bible Study this spring was how    

helpful it was to connect the Old and New Testaments.  With that in mind, our 

Advent Bible Study will be doing just that.  Discover the fascinating             

connections between ancient birth stories and the Nativity of Jesus in this   

four-week Advent study. We will be studying the Bible using A Child Is Born as 

our guide.  The book discusses the births of Isaac and Ishmael, Samson, and 

Samuel to reveal how they foreshadow and enrich the timeless Christmas  

story in the final chapter. Author Amy-Jill Levine brings her expert knowledge 

of Scripture and careful consideration of the Christian story to show readers 

how Scripture's earlier birth stories anticipate the story of Jesus’s birth and 

how the birth resonates and gives new meaning to those earlier stories.   

Classes are confirmed for Tuesdays at 11am and 7pm beginning November 

25
th
.  More classes may be added. Mark your calendars now to participate in 

this fascinating study.  
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CHURCH OFFICE NEWS: 

VACATION 
Clare will be on a family vacation beginning Saturday, November 8th and 
ending Saturday, November 15th. If you need assistance during that time, 
please contact our Lay Leader, Keith White, at 304-684-3827. 

PRAYER LIST 
We are in the process of updating our prayer list.  Please take a look at it 
and let Debbie know if there are any changes to be made.  Thank you! 

PARDON OUR MESS 
Thanks to a generous designated gift, the Narthex of our church is getting 
refreshed.  Painting began on October 29th, followed by new carpet, doors and 
furnishings.   

KINDNESS CIRCLE WILL MEET 
ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12TH  

FOR A COOKIE EXCHANGE 
AT THE CHURCH IN THE CHAPEL 

Did you know that our weekly radio broadcast airs on Sunday 

mornings at 9 AM on 93.9 FM.  Our weekly worship video 

posts at 10:30 AM Sundays on our 2 Facebook pages and on 

YouTube.  These are outreach ministries the church supports 

through its budget.  Please share this information! 

The delicious nuts sold by the UWF are on sale!  Regular bags are 

$10 and chocolate covered nuts are $7.  You can get them at the 

church office or after church on Sundays. 
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Sunday, November 16
th

 at 8 AM 

The UMM still has apple butter for sale. 
The price is $7 per pint.  Thank you! 

 

United  Methodist Men 

Meet on the 3
rd

 Sunday morning for breakfast 
at 8 AM in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

All men are welcome 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjb_b6OoZnWAhWG24MKHQZwB8wQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.warsawumc.org%2Fumc-men&psig=AFQjCNEMigf3W5tB992KHenneXl2xmPhQQ&ust=1505086165949733
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjc16eQ8bTfAhXCi60KHeVKDdgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhddfhm.com%2Fclip-art%2Fbreakfast-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw1NFpsoH4Ly10i10wc21XxJ&ust=1545617751580851
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjb_b6OoZnWAhWG24MKHQZwB8wQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.warsawumc.org%2Fumc-men&psig=AFQjCNEMigf3W5tB992KHenneXl2xmPhQQ&ust=1505086165949733
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NOVEMBER 

Bring Thank Offering to meeting 

Bible Study:  Mark 12:41-44 

Circle & General Meeting 
Monday, November 3, 2025 at 5:30 PM 

Program:  World Thank Offering:   
Giving as an Expression of our Faith 

Program Book:  Pages 90-97 

  Program: Treasurer 
 Flowers & Greeters: Peace Circle 

Donation 

    Upshur Parish House - Isaac Casto, Director 

DECEMBER 

Bring baby gifts for the House of the Carpenter 

Tureen Dinner 
Monday, December 1, 2025 at 5 PM 

 Program: Vice President & Spiritual Life Leaders 

New Member Recognition 

50 Year Member Recognition 
Special Mission Recognition 

  Hostess: All Circles 
Grace Circle will decorate for the Tureen Dinner 

 Flowers: Volunteers 
  White arrangements (Advent) 
  Poinsettias (Christmas time) 

 Greeters: Grace Circle 

Donation 

 Neighbor Network—Jennifer White, Director 
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Monday, November 17th 

(5 PM - 7 PM) 
 

This is a dinner designed for the 
community with an opportunity 
for each of us to invite friends, 

family, those who may not enjoy a special Thanksgiving meal, youth 
and children.  This is a great opportunity to invite someone who does 
not have a church family.  We will need lots of volunteers to make this 
happen.  You are welcome to invite someone from outside the church 
family to come as a volunteer too.  It gives them a change to see our 
congregation in action as we are for others.  Sign--up sheets for food 
and volunteer help are being circulated now.  As you plan your dishes 
you might consider bringing them in a disposable aluminum pan.  This 
will benefit the kitchen staff and you won’t have to worry about getting 
your dish/pan returned. 

Legend of the Poinsettia 
 Mexican legend tells of a little girl who had no gift to put by the figure of the 
baby Jesus in church on Christmas Eve.  On her way to church, she heard an 
angel tell her to pick some dried weeds for her gift.  As she laid them beside the 
other gifts, the weeds turned into beautiful red flowers.  Dr. Joel Poinsett, the first 
U.S. Ambassador to Mexico, brought the plant to the United States where it was 
named Poinsettia. 

 It will soon be time to order your Christmas poinsettias.  The price for the 
flowers and the deadline to order will be determined later in November. 
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MATTHEW 25 OPPORTUNITIES 
BACKPACKS 

As you are out and about this fall, you may see backpacks at deep discounts.  We 
are always looking for sturdy backpacks and will store them for giveaway in 
August and in December for kids who we adopt at Christmas.  You are welcome 
to bring them to the church and leave them in the plastic tubs.  Thank you! 

POP CAN TABS 

Braylee Smith is collecting pop can tabs for her school classroom.  Please save 
your tabs for her.  You can drop them off at the office and we will see that she 
gets them. 

FOOD DRIVE 

Folks in WV who receive supplemental food assistance (SNAP) have been told to 
not expect that help November 1 due to the government shutdown.  That means 
places like Neighbor Network will be seeing a higher volume of need.  With that in 
mind, we'll be collecting food items for the month of November to deliver weekly 
to Neighbor Network.  Items that are most needed include: canned vegetables, 
soup and meat, cereal, bread, peanut butter, jelly, pancake mix and syrup, 
granola bars, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce.   They also have freezers and 
refrigerators for perishable items.  Thank you for assisting with the needs in our 
community.  

2025 DATES TO REMEMBER 

FINANCE COMMITTEE - 6 PM 

November 5 

TRUSTEES - 5 PM 

November 9 

CHURCH COUNCIL - 6 PM 

November 18 

SPRC - 5 PM 

November 20 
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TOTAL GIFTS RECEIVED 

 Oct. 5 $5,365.00 

 Oct. 12 $13,069.00 

 Oct. 19 $4,783.00 

 Oct. 26 $3,246.00 

  IN PERSON ONLINE  

 Oct. 5 52 124 

 Oct. 12 72 160 

 Oct. 19 66 119 

 Oct. 26 64 124 

YTD Gifts received for our Budget - $147,581.30 
YTD needed for our Budget - $167,121.09 

October has been Mission Month at the church, and you have 
been very generous.  You gave a total of $1,800, to which a 
designated memorial gift of $300 will be added.  That means 
each of the special offerings 
listed on pages 23 & 24 of 
your Information Guide will 
receive $235.  That will 
make a difference in WV 
and beyond!  You also gave 
graciously to Undie Sunday.  
Thank you for giving so 
faithfully to the "least of 
these."  If you haven't given 
yet, but still want to, feel 
free to mark your special 
offering as "mission month." 

October Mission Month 
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Neighbor Network Highlights for the Month of September 

Total Donations:  320 

Total Customers:  836 

Total Families receiving services:  130 

 (Baby Blessings Services –9, total of 13 children) 

 (food -  270 individuals) 

 (emergency assistance - 16 families) 

Total Thrift Store Transactions: $ 9,529.22 

Total Donations to NN:  $ 8,735.00 

Total Expenses:   $13,796.47 

Number of Volunteers this month:  29 

Volunteers are 
always needed, 

please call the store 
at 304-684-3990 if 

you can help.   

NEIGHBOR NETWORK FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
 

Our Neighbor Network partners with Mountaineer Food Bank for a 
monthly food giveaway.  It is held at the Marina beginning around 10:30 

AM.  Volunteers are always need and ask to be at the Marina by 9:45 AM. 
You may also know someone who would benefit from the distribution.  

Pleasants County residents only please. 
 

Our next giveaways are: 
November 14th, December 12th 

Dear United Women in Faith, 

 What a tremendous blessing to receive all those diapers and wipes at your 

district meeting!  They have stocked us up and our shelves look full again—Thank 

you!  And thanks also for the monetary donations which will last a 

long while also.  I appreciate your prayers and giving hearts very 

much. 

 In Christ’s Love,  Jennifer White PCNN Director 
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Do we have your  
birthday listed? 

Please call Deb at  
304-684-3018  

if we do not have it! 

DECEMBER NOVEMBER  

 5 Finance - 6 PM 

 9 Trustees - 5 PM 

 18 Church Council - 6 PM 

 20 SPRC - 5 PM 

DECEMBER 

 

EVERY  MONTH 

 First Mon. - UWF - 6 PM 

 Third Sun. - UMM - 8 AM 
 

OTHER GROUPS MEETING 
  AT OUR CHURCH 

 2nd Sunday Middle Island Ramblers         

                                           4-H 7 PM 

Every Tuesday Boy Scouts 7 PM 

Every Thursday AA / Al-Anon 8 PM 

MEETINGS 

Carol Carder 12/4 

Rachel Willis 12/4 

LeeAnn Carpenter 12/5 

Jean Henline 12/5 

Andy Hickman 12/5 

Chris Simonton 12/7 

Brett Holt 12/9 

Donna Boley 12/9 

Thad Ennis 12/10 

Jenifer Trunk 12/12 

Richard Conaway 12/15 

Matthew Powell 12/17 

Bryan Poling 12/18 

Lauren Shaffer 12/18 

Helen Wells 12/20 

Ryan Powell 12/22 

Sonya Bailey 12/25 

Jennifer Wince 12/25 

Chris Masters 12/27 

Dianna Lewis 12/27 

Eric Phair 12/27 

Mya Hatcher 12/29 

Wayne Birkhimer 12/29 

Keith White 12/29 

John Fitzpatrick 12/30 

NOVEMBER 
Erika Lewis 11/1 

Michael Powell 11/3 

Mia Braun 11/5 

Paul Bills 11/9 

Martha Poling 11/10 

Trent Barnhart 11/12 

Allen Thacker 11/12 

Sharon Estep 11/13 

Evelyn Lewis 11/16 

Bob Beard 11/18 

Tom Yoho 11/18 

Leslie Westfall 11/18 

Danny Davis 11/18 

John Armstrong 11/21 

Dylan Hupp 11/24 

Bristol Sajdak-Lapan 11/24 

Alaina Duty 11/25 

JoAnn Powell 11/25 

Melissa Ennis 11/26 

Vincent Elder 11/27 

Louise McLaughlin 11/27 

Derek Poling 11/29 

Andrea Brugnoli 11/30 

Birthdays 
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PRAYERS FOR: 

Al Glatfelter 
Rick Adams 
Marie Farly 
Lil Dillion 
Jeremy Rhodes 
Janet Matheny 
Deanna Fleming 
Gary Boley 
Jeri Smith Williams 
Carol Carder 
Parker Miley 
Joe Faller 

Logann Kehrer 
Donna Richardson 
Kathy Montgomery 
John Fitzpatrick 
Paul Nichols 
Trecy Carr 
Rick McCullough 
Keith White 
Janet Collins 
Barbara Willis 
Carmen Barron 
Pat Mays 

Greg Hill 
Mary Brewer 
Eleanor Pierce 
Kohner Loughner 
Liam Loughner 
Debbie Bailey 
Matthew Beard 
Martha Hoyt 
Jim McLaughlin 
Destinee Gray 
Terrie Gelner Huls 
Denny Venderlic 

Betty Moorhead 
Caroline Hill 
Joe & Thomasine Troisi 
Benny & Ruth Wagner 
Mike McGee 
Philip Starks 
Gerald May 
Maddie Collins 
Duane Larsen 
Dwaine Barnes 
Martha Poling 
Webb Carpenter 

ANGEL TREE & WHITE GIFTS 

White gift bags will be distributed on November 30
th
 for members to put 

their non-perishable items in for the Christmas Baskets.  The white gifts 

should be returned by December 15
th
 and placed in the Chapel.  (Non-

perishable items include: canned foods, household paper products 

and cleaning items, & toiletry items). 

The Angel Tree will  be ready on November 23
rd

. Select an angel (write 

your name on the provided sheet) and purchase gifts for the person.  

Have gifts at the church by December 15
th
 and put them in the Chapel. 

Christian Sympathy 
is extended to the 

friends & family of 
Delores Davis 
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St. Marys UMC 
104 Washington Street 
PO Box 100 
St. Marys, WV  26170 
(304) 684-3018 
www.smwvumc.com 
smumcwv@outlook.com 

 Outreach Ministry 
Opportunities 

 
 

• Neighbor Network 
food pantry needs:  
Boxed Mac. & Cheese, 
small pkgs. of 
Hamburger & Hot 
Dogs, Soup Beans, 
Peanut Butter, Jelly, 
Syrup, Soup, Instant 
Potatoes, Crackers, 
Pork & Beans, Canned 
Milk, Complete 
Pancake Mix, Jiffy 
Cornbread Mix, oil for 
cooking  

 

• Size 5 diapers for 
Neighbor Network 

Upcoming Dates  

 Nov. 1 Turn Clocks back 1 hour 

 Nov. 2 All Saints Sunday 

 Nov. 3 UWF Team Leadership at 5 PM 
 UWF / Circles at 5:30 PM 

 Nov. 5 Finance at 6 PM 
  Choir Practice at 7 PM 

 Nov. 8 Clare on Vacation (11/8 - 11/15) 

 Nov. 9 Trustees at 5 PM 

 Nov. 11 Veterans Day 

 Nov. 12 Choir Practice at 7 PM 

 Nov. 14 NN Food Distribution (Marina) at 9:45 AM 

 Nov. 16 UMM Breakfast Meeting at 8 AM 

 Nov. 17 Community Thanksgiving Dinner at 5 PM - 7 PM 

 Nov. 18 Ministerial Association at 10 AM 
  Church Council at 6 PM 

 Nov. 19 Choir Practice at 7 PM 

 Nov. 20 SPRC at 5 PM 

 Nov. 23 Angel Tree goes up 

 Nov. 25 Advent Class at  11 AM 
  Advent Class at 7 PM 

 Nov. 26 Choir Practice at 7 PM 

 Nov. 27  / 28 Church Office Closed 

 Nov. 29 Hanging of the Greens at 9 AM 

 

http://www.smwvumc.com

