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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,  

 As October arrives, we see God’s beauty reflected 
in the changing colors of the leaves, the crispness of 
the air, and the slower pace that often comes with 
the fall.  There is something about this season that 
invites us to pause, reflect, and give thanks.   

 In many ways, October is a month of transition.  
We move from the activity of summer into the 
quietness of fall.  Harvest season reminds us of the 
importance of both labor and rest, of sowing and 
reaping.  Galatians 6:9 says, “Let us not grow 
weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give up.” 

 As we look around at the signs of harvest, I want 
to encourage us to consider:  

 what kind of harvest is God producing in 
your life right now?  

 What seeds have you planted in faith that 
you are still waiting to see grow? 

 What work is God calling you to in this 
season? 

 As the world outside quiets down, I encourage 
each of us to create space for stillness before the 
Lord.  Let’s take time to listen, to pray, and to be 
renewed in his presence.   

  (Continued on pg. 2)  
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(Continued from pg. 1) 

Know that you are love, prayed for, and appreciated.  May this October be a 
month of gratitude, growth and grace. 

Blessings & Love, 

Clare 
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CHURCH OFFICE NEWS: 

VACATION 
Clare will be on a family vacation beginning Saturday, November 8th and 
ending Saturday, November 15th. 

PRAYER LIST 
We are in the process of updating our prayer list.  Please take a look at it 
and let Debbie know if there are any changes to be made.  Thank you! 

UWF FALL BAZAAR 
St. Marys United Women in Faith will be having their Annual Bazaar on 
Saturday, October 18th from 10 AM to 2 PM,  They will be featuring 
baked goods, nuts, and the beef and vegetable soup as well.  We have 
started taking orders so you can either fill out a form located in the 
Sanctuary or call into the office at 304-684-3018. 

ALL SAINTS DAY VIDEO 
We will be putting together our annual All Saints Day Video to remember 
loved ones who have passed.  If you would like your loved one to be in the 
video please contact Debbie at 304-684-3018.  Thank you! 

KINDNESS CIRCLE WILL MEET 
ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29th 

AT THE PARSONAGE 

Did you know that our weekly radio broadcast airs on Sunday 

mornings at 9 AM on 93.9 FM.  Our weekly worship video 

posts at 10:30 AM Sundays on our 2 Facebook pages and on 

YouTube.  These are outreach ministries the church supports 

through its budget.  Please share this information! 
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Sunday, October 19th at 8 AM 

The UMM of the church will be making apple butter on 
Monday, October 6th at the Marina beginning at 7:30 AM.  
All men of the church are welcome to come if your aren’t 

working that day.  Anyone that may have pint jars that can 
be donated would be appreciated! 

United  Methodist Men 

Meet on the 3
rd

 Sunday morning for breakfast 
at 8 AM in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

All men are welcome 

2025 DATES TO REMEMBER 

FINANCE COMMITTEE - 6 PM 

November 5 

TRUSTEES - 5 PM 

November 9 

CHURCH COUNCIL - 6 PM 

November 18 

SPRC - 6 PM 

November 19 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjb_b6OoZnWAhWG24MKHQZwB8wQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.warsawumc.org%2Fumc-men&psig=AFQjCNEMigf3W5tB992KHenneXl2xmPhQQ&ust=1505086165949733
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OCTOBER 

Bible Study:  Isiah 58:10-12 

Circle & General Meeting 
Monday, October 6, 2025 at 6 PM 

Program:  Sisterhood of Faith 
Program Book:  Pages 71-73 

  Program: Peace Circle 

 Flowers & Greeters: Grace Circle 

Donation 

    EVE Women’s Shelter - Toiletries 

NOVEMBER 

Bring Thank Offering to meeting 

Bible Study:  Mark 12:41-44 

Circle & General Meeting 
Monday, November 3, 2025 at 6 PM 

Program:  World Thank Offering:   
Giving as an Expression of our Faith 

 

Program Book:  Pages 90-97 
 

  Program: Treasurer 

 Flowers & Greeters: Peace Circle 

Donation 

 Upshur Parish House - Isaac Casto, Director 
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10:00 – 2:00 
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MATTHEW 25 OPPORTUNITIES 

MISSION MONTH 
October will be Missions Month again this year.  It’s a time where folks are invited 
to make a special offering (above and beyond your normal offering) to missions 
and it will be split between the special offerings that have been designated.  
Special offerings are listed on pages 23 & 224 of your 2025 Information Guide.  
Please note on your offering that it’s to be directed to Missions.  If you would 
prefer your offering be directed to a specific mission, please note that as well. 

Your support of Mission Month is appreciated and especially helpful because 
while we have been able to keep up with our apportionments, many churches 
have not, and that shortfall directly affects our mission projects in WV.  As you 
can guess our mission projects are meeting extra needs because of economic 
concerns and need our help.  Thank you again for your service to God through 
support of missions.  It is appreciated! 

KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY 

Kairos Prison Ministry will be October 9
th

.  Cookies are a way to share God’s love 
and grace with inmates.  The types of cookies that are generally acceptable are:  
Oatmeal, Peanut Butter, Molasses, Chocolate Chip, Ginger & Sugar cookies.  75 
dozen cookies 12 dozen per bag.  Cookies are due no later then Tuesday, 
October 7

th
. 

                                                                                                                           

Undie Sunday will be Sunday, 
October 19th.  Items collected 
include packaged undergarments 
for children through adult sizes, 

as well as diapers and wipes for babies.  Undie Sunday 
benefits eight West Virginia United Methodist missions.  
Diapers and wipes will go to Neighbor Network. 
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TOTAL GIFTS RECEIVED 

 Sept. 7 $4,000.00 

 Sept. 14 $3,399.10 

 Sept. 21 $998.00 

  IN PERSON ONLINE  

 Sept. 7 64 119 

 Sept. 14 73 106 

 Sept. 21 59 161  

YTD Gifts received for our Budget - $114,847.54 
YTD needed for our Budget - $132,142.26 

MORE MATTHEW 25 OPPORTUNITIES 

BACKPACKS 
As you are out and about this fall, you may see backpacks at deep discounts.  
We are always looking for sturdy backpacks and will store them for giveaway in 
August and in December for kids who we adopt at Christmas.  You are welcome 
to bring them to the church and leave them in the plastic tubs.  Thank you! 

POP CAN TABS 
Braylee Smith is collecting pop can tabs for her school classroom.  Please save 
your tabs for her.  You can drop them off at the office and we will see that she 
gets them. 

OCTOBERFEST 

Saturday, October 11TH - 9 am - 5 pm 

CRAFTERS, ARTISANS, FOOD TRUCKS, FAMILY FUN, 

DOOR PRIZES AND MORE! 
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Neighbor Network Highlights for the Month of August 

Total Donations:  N/A 

Total Customers:  808 

Total Families receiving services:  91 

 (Baby Blessings Services -14 , total of 23 children) 

 (food -  218 individuals) 

 (utility assistance - 11 families) 

Total Thrift Store Transactions: $ 9,581.98 

Total Donations to NN:  $ 13,506.98 

Total Expenses:   $13,590.73 

Number of Volunteers this month:  38 

Volunteers are 
always needed, 

please call the store 
at 304-684-3990 if 

you can help.   

NEIGHBOR NETWORK FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
 

Our Neighbor Network partners with Mountaineer Food Bank for a 
monthly food giveaway.  It is held at the Marina beginning around 10:30 

AM.  Volunteers are always need and ask to be at the Marina by 9:45 AM. 
You may also know someone who would benefit from the distribution.  

Pleasants County residents only please. 
 

Our next giveaways are: 
October 10th, November 14th, December 12th 

Charge Conference 

Our 2025 Charge Conference with District 

Superintendent, Rev. Neil Leftwich, will be Sunday, 

October 12th during worship, followed by a meal.  

Please plan to attend!  
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Do we have your  
birthday listed? 

Please call Deb at  
304-684-3018  

if we do not have it! 

NOVEMBER OCTOBER     

 12  Charge Conference 

NOVEMBER  

 5 Finance - 6 PM 

 9 Trustees - 5 PM 

 18 Church Council - 6 PM 

 19 SPRC - 6 PM 

EVERY  MONTH 

 First Mon. - UWF - 6 PM 

 Third Sun. - UMM - 8 AM 
 

OTHER GROUPS MEETING 
  AT OUR CHURCH 

 2nd Sunday Middle Island Ramblers         

                                           4-H 7 PM 

Every Tuesday Boy Scouts 7 PM 

Every Thursday AA / Al-Anon 8 PM 

MEETINGS 

Erika Lewis 11/1 

Michael Powell 11/3 

Mia Braun 11/5 

Paul Bills 11/9 

Martha Poling 11/10 

Trent Barnhart 11/12 

Allen Thacker 11/12 

Sharon Estep 11/13 

Evelyn Lewis 11/16 

Bob Beard 11/18 

Tom Yoho 11/18 

Leslie Westfall 11/18 

Danny Davis 11/18 

John Armstrong 11/21 

Dylan Hupp 11/24 

Bristol Sajdak-Lapan 11/24 

Alaina Duty 11/25 

JoAnn Powell 11/25 

Melissa Ennis 11/26 

Vincent Elder 11/27 

Louise McLaughlin 11/27 

Derek Poling 11/29 

Andrea Brugnoli 11/30 

OCTOBER 
Stephanie Hooper 10/1 

Donna Davis 10/4 

Mark Radcliff 10/4 

Bethany Mote 10/14 

Chris Metz 10/16 

Janlin Thacker 10/16 

Kari Conaway 10/17 

Abagail Metz 10/20 

Rosalind Allman 10/24 

Barbara Adams 10/21 

Stephen Bullman 10/24 

Nate McHenry 10/24 

Troy Poling 10/24 

Josey Moore 10/26 

Waylon Moore 10/26 

Beth Ann Mankins 10/26 

Ruth Wagner 10/28 

Vicki Reed 10/31 

Anna Bennett 10/31 

Libby Watson 10/31 

Birthdays 
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PRAYERS FOR: 

Al Glatfelter 
Rick Adams 
Marie Farly 
Lil Dillion 
Jeremy Rhodes 
Janet Matheny 
Deanna Fleming 
Gary Boley 
Jeri Smith Williams 
Carol Carder 
Parker Miley 
Joe Faller 

Delores Davis 
Logann Kehrer 
Ryan Hall 
Donna Richardson 
Kathy Montgomery 
David Hamilton  
John Fitzpatrick 
Paul Nichols 
Danny Davis 
Trecy Carr 

Greg Hill 
Mary Brewer 
Eleanor Pierce 
Kohner Loughner 
Liam Loughner 
Debbie Bailey 
Matthew Beard 
Martha Hoyt 
Jim McLaughlin 
Destinee Gray 
Terrie Gelner Huls 
Denny Venderlic 

Betty Moorhead 
Caroline Hill 
Joe & Thomasine Troisi 
Benny & Ruth Wagner 
Mike McGee 
Philip Starks 
Gerald May 
Maddie Collins 
Duane Larsen 
Dwaine Barnes 
Martha Poling 
Webb Carpenter 

Monday, November 17th 

5 PM - 7 PM 

This is a dinner designed for the 

community with an opportunity for 

each of us to invite friends, family, 

those who may not enjoy a special Thanksgiving meal, youth and 

children.  We will need lots of volunteers to make this happen.  You are 

welcome to invite someone from outside the church family to come as a 

volunteer too.  It gives them a change to see our congregation in action 

as we care for others.  Sign--up sheets for food and volunteer help will 

be available starting in October.  As you plan your dishes you might 

consider bringing them in a disposable aluminum pan.  This will benefit 

the kitchen staff and you won’t have to worry about getting your dish/

pan returned. 
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St. Marys UMC 
104 Washington Street 
PO Box 100 
St. Marys, WV  26170 
(304) 684-3018 
www.smwvumc.com 
smumcwv@outlook.com 

 Outreach Ministry 
Opportunities 

 
 

• Neighbor Network 
food pantry needs:  
Boxed Mac. & Cheese, 
small pkgs. of 
Hamburger & Hot 
Dogs, Soup Beans, 
Peanut Butter, Jelly, 
Syrup, Soup, Instant 
Potatoes, Crackers, 
Pork & Beans, Canned 
Milk, Complete 
Pancake Mix, Jiffy 
Cornbread Mix, oil for 
cooking  

 

• Size 5 diapers for 
Neighbor Network 

Upcoming Dates  

 Sept. 29 Kindness Circle (Parsonage) at 6 PM 

 Oct. 1 Choir Practice at 7 PM 

 Oct. 6 UMM Making Apple Butter (Marina) at 7:30 AM 
 UWF Team Leadership at 5 PM 
 UWF / Circles at 6 PM 

 Oct. 8 Choir Practice at 7 PM 

 Oct. 10 NN Food Distribution (Marina) at 9:45 AM 

 Oct. 11 St. Marys Octoberfest at 9 AM - 5 PM 

 Oct. 12 Charge Conference (During Worship) 
 Meal following worship 

 Oct. 13 UWF Washing Jars at 10 AM 

 Oct. 15 Cross Country Meal at 5 PM 
 Choir Practice at 7 PM 

 Oct. 16 UWF Chop Veggies & Cooking Beef at 10 AM 

 Oct. 17 UWF Cooking Soup at 8 AM 

 Oct. 18 UWF Bazaar at 10 AM - 2 PM 

 Oct. 19 Undie Sunday 

 Oct. 21 Ministerial Association at 10 AM 

 Oct. 22 Choir Practice at 7 PM 

 Oct. 24 Cross Country Meal at 5 PM 

 Oct. 29 Choir Practice at 7 PM 

 

http://www.smwvumc.com

